MARS, THE MINIATURE OF OUR EARTH.    IOI

as seen by us, assumes a ruddy aspect, while Ihe
wintry hemisphere loses its ruddy tint. According
to this interpretation, such changes as were noticed by
Secchi would indicate the sudden blooming forth of
Martial vegetation over hundreds of square miles of
the Martial surface!

To the evidence already dealt with may be added
that which is afforded by the whiteness of the disc of
Mars near the edge. Knowing that the parts of
Mars which thus appear concealed in mist are those
where it is morning or evening to the Martialists, we
see fr close analogy here to terrestrial relations, since
our own skies are commonly more moisture-laden in
the morning and evening than near mid-day.*

I may hers pause, in passing, to notice under what
difficulties the observation of Mars is conducted by
the terrestrial observer. To begin with, the sky must
be exceptionally clear; and none but the practised
observer knows how seldom there occurs what is called
6 &*good observing night.' Then it must be a Jlne day
for the MartialistSy for clouds over Mars, or even an im-
perfectly clear atmosphere, must produce quite as bad
an effect in spoiling the definition of Martial features
as similar phenomena on earth. Again, Mars only

* In the 'Popular Science Eeview,' for January 1869,1 have indicated
a subsidiary explanation of this peculiarity, founded on the probable
shape of the Martial clouds Eor the same reason that, near the horizon
our own cumulus clouds seem more cloSely packed than overhead, the
Martialists would see a clearer sky overhead than near the horizon It
follows at once, that we should see those parts of th^ surface of Mars
best, which we look down upon in a nearly vertical direction, that is, the
central parts of his disc.